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 Clinical trials, randomized or not, often require recruiting participants over
several years as well as requiring substantial resources for conducting the
trial and obtaining data – in other words, a trial can be very expensive to

conduct. In order to minimize unnecessary time and expense, interim
analyses are often included in the trial to assess whether the trial should be

stopped before the projected time, either for futility (small chance of a
positive outcome) or success at the interim analysis. We will primarily look at

different statistical methods for controlling the Type I error rate over the
study, when the interim analyses should be conducted and whether there

needs to be more than one interim analysis.
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